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NOTES. 

Naturalism and Freedom. 

" It is a hard thing to suppose that right deductions from true principles 
should ever end in consequences which cannot be maintained or made 
consistent. ' ' — Berkeley. 

A reviewer of my book on The Foundations of Zoology, in the Septem- 
ber number of The Philosophical Review, while pointing out that 
" even if we are automata, we have no reason to fear that we may become 
unconscious automata," does seem to fear that, if we are automata, we 
may cease to be reasonable and responsible automata ; for I am told that 
there is an " old old contradiction that science can never solve ' ' between 
the conception of mechanism and the conception of freedom and respon- 
sibility. 

It is not impatience of criticism, but the importance of clear notions. 
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which leads me to ask space in your pages for the assertion that I fail to see 
this contradiction. 

I am aware that my failure to discover it will count for little, although I 
believe that I am here at one with many thoughtful naturalists. 

I also hold the zoologist warranted in demanding that it shall not be 
made the basis of criticism until its existence has been made plain and 
obvious. 

The naturalist's way to find out things, about himself and about every- 
thing else, is to discover them, and not to deduce them from mechanical 
principles, or philosophical principles, or logical principles, or principles of 
any sort ; for a scientific principle is nothing more than a statement of ob- 
served fact, joined to reasonable confidence — confidence that is more or 
less reasonable according to knowledge — that the future will, on the whole, 
be essentially like the past. 

As I did not deduce my consciousness from the study of my organic 
mechanism, I thoroughly agree with my critic that no amount of ac- 
quaintance with this mechanism can possibly show that I am not conscious. 
All it can show is that my consciousness is the very thing which exhaustive 
knowledge of my mechanism would have led one to expect. 

The same evidence convinces me that, since I did not deduce my moral 
responsibility and the value of my reason from the study of my mechanism, 
no amount of acquaintance with this mechanism, and no amount of ability 
to ' predict ' how it may be expected to act under specified conditions, can 
show that I am not reasonable and responsible. 

But we are told that, even if we admit the reality of the feelings which 
we call Judgment and Deliberation and Choice and Volition, mechanical ex- 
planations of mind are inconsistent with freedom, because they would show 
that these feelings, while real and unquestionable are only the inefficient ac- 
companiments of the action of the machine. 

We are told that a mere machine cannot think, or at any rate accomplish 
anything by thinking, because it is a mere machine ; but a machine that 
thinks and chooses and acts is not a mere machine, but a thinking machine, 
and a choosing machine, and an active machine. It seems to me to be 
mere juggling with words to say that a machine that thinks and chooses 
and acts — if there be such a machine — cannot think or choose or act, be- 
cause it is a mere machine. 

The work of the anatomist, and of the physiologist, and of the zoologist, 
is to study our organic mechanism and its history, and to show, so far as 
possible, that its activity is neither less nor more than one who knew the 
data might have expected. 

As I did not deduce my conviction that I do think and choose and act 
from knowledge of this mechanism, I fail to see how any amount of ac- 
quaintance with it can show that I do not do what I know that I do. 

All that it can show is that I do nothing that might not have been ex- 
pected, but as I try to be a reasonable creature, and to do what is expected 
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from me, I fail to see how proof that I succeed can show that I do not suc- 
ceed. I am utterly unable to put myself in the place of those who hold 
that proof that my mind is mechanical is proof that it is useless. 

It may, for all I know to the contrary, be true that, when I perform an 
action because my reason approves it, neither the performance of the action 
nor the approval of my reason is anything more than an exhaustive knowl- 
edge of my mechanism might have led one to expect ; and if it follows that 
my action is necessary or inevitable, and must take place, or will take 
place, whether my reason approve it or not, reason would seem to be use- 
less. But I cannot see that this should follow, for I fail to see how or 
why proof that my reason is mechanical, and no more than might have 
been expected from my structure, should be inconsistent with my confidence 
in its value. 

What I object to is the statement, by my critic, that our reason has 
' ' been developed by selection. " As I understand the naturalist, what he 
asserts is that it has been developed in accordance with the mechanical 
principle of selection. The question by what, or by whom, it has been de- 
veloped is such a different matter that only confusion of ideas can come 
from failure to perceive the difference. 

W. K. Brooks. 

Johns Hopkins University. 

Rejoinder. 

If Professor Brooks will refer again to the review he criticizes, he will see 
that the contradiction spoken of was not between "the conception of 
mechanism and the conception of freedom or responsibility, ' ' which may 
certainly be kept from conflicting if they are referred to different realms ; 
but between mechanism and the interference of an outside cause with 
mechanism. It is the difficulty, not of supposing a machine to think and 
choose and act, but of supposing that the thought and choice of the machine 
enter into the series of mechanical causes. This is a time-worn problem 
whose solution has been attempted in many ways ; and Professor Brooks 
did not seem to the reviewer to face it definitely, which was a disappoint- 
ment. 

As regards the last paragraph in Professor Brooks's communication, what 

I really said in the review was not that reason had been developed by 

selection, but that " the nervous structures and processes to which human 

reason corresponds " had been developed by selection. I did not mean to 

personify selection in this statement, and am perfectly willing to adopt the 

phrase " in accordance with the mechanical principle of selection." 

Margaret Floy Washburn. 
Wells College. 

The Revue de metaphysique et de morale has taken the lead in arranging 
for an international Congress of philosophy in connection with the exposi- 
tion to be held at Paris next summer. Already the support of the most 
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eminent philosophers in France has been secured, as well as the aid and 
cooperation of many distinguished foreign thinkers. The president of the 
committee of organization is M. E. Boutroux, Professor of the history of 
modern philosophy at the Sorbonne, and its secretary, M. Xavier Leon, 
editor of the Revue de metaphysique et de morale. It is proposed to divide 
the Congress into four sections, as follows : (i) General philosophy and 
metaphysics ; (2) moral philosophy ; (3) logic and the history of the sci- 
ences ; (4) history of philosophy. A provisional list of the topics which 
may be considered in each section is also published with the committee's 
general announcement. The Congress will meet at Paris from the 2d to 
the 7th of August. Those who expect to attend the Congress or to take 
part in its meetings, are requested to communicate at once with the secre- 
tary, M. Xavier Leon, rue des Mathurins, Paris. Membership in any one 
of the sections requires a payment of 10 francs. 

The fourth international congress of psychology will be held, under the 
patronage of the French government, in the Palais des Congres of the Paris 
Exposition, from Monday the 20th to the 25th of August, 1900. The first 
international reunion of psychologists was held during the Paris Exposition 
of 1889, and resulted in periodical meetings with a permanent organization. 
The second congress met in London, in 1892, and the third, which arranged 
the organization of the coming meeting, in Munich in 1896. The congress 
appeals to all who, for any reason, are interested in the study of the human 
mind. ' ' Professors of philosophy, physiologists, physicians, students of 
law and naturalists, each in their own way and with different methods, 
study the thought of man ; ought they not to derive profit and pleasure from 
mutual acquaintance ?" The French organizing committee insist especially 
on the success of the preceding congresses, with the benefits resulting in 
psychological studies. The president of the committee is Professor Ribot, 
the vice-president, Dr. Charles Richet, and the secretary, Dr. Pierre Janet. 
The international reputation of the presidents of sections will also show the 
efficient preparation which is being made for the work of the congress. 
Section I. — Psychology in its relations with anatomy and physiology. Pres- 
ident, Dr. M. Duval, professor of histology, Paris. II. — Introspective psy- 
chology in its relations with philosophy. Professor G. Seailles, of the Sor- 
bonne. III. — Experimental and psycho-physical psychology. M. A. Binet, 
Director of the Psychological Laboratory, Paris. IV. — Pathologic psychol- 
ogy and psychiatry. Dr. Magnanofthe Asile Sainte-Anne. V. — Psychol- 
ogy of hypnotism, suggestion, and allied questions. Professor Bernheim, 
of Nancy. VI. — Social and criminal psychology. M. Tarde, Department 
of Statistics. Paris. VII. — Animal and comparative psychology, anthro- 
pology, ethnology. Professor Delage, of the Sorbonne. 

All persons, including ladies, who interest themselves in the develop- 
ment of psychological knowledge are admitted to the congress. The card 
of membership is 20 francs ; it gives admission also to various teaching 
institutions, museums, laboratories, hospitals, and to special meetings which 
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may be held. The members of the congress will receive the journal of the 
congress, the programme of sessions and a copy of the official reports. 
Besides the meetings of the separate sections, there will be general ses- 
sions. English, German, and Italian may be used as well as French ; each 
communication is limited to twenty minutes. Members who wish to pre- 
sent communications should give timely notice and in no case later than 
January 1, 1900, by which date they should send the secretary the title 
of their paper with a summary not longer than two printed pages ; the 
summaries are to be printed and distributed before the session at which 
the paper is to be presented. An exhibition of documents and instru- 
ments of precision relating to psychology will be connected with the con- 
gress. Persons desiring to present such documents or instruments are 
asked to give notice as promptly as possible. A complete program of the 
congress will be sent to those who apply for membership. 

The American members of the Cotnite de Propagande are Professors 
Mark Baldwin of Princeton University ; G. Stanley Hall of Clark Univer- 
sity, Worcester, Massachusetts ; William James of Harvard ; and E. B. 
Titchener of Cornell. 

Dr. J. H. Leuba, of Bryn Mawr College, has prepared a card catalogue 
of the periodical literature of psychology and related subjects which covers 
the years from i860 to 1899. ^ n a ^' a bout forty magazines have been in- 
cluded, and the catalogue numbers about 10,000 cards. The classifica- 
tion is by subjects arranged in alphabetical order. The cost of printing 
such a catalogue would necessarily be very great ; but Dr. Leuba offers, if 
a sufficient number of subscribers be found, to furnish mimeographed copies 
in a clear hand at a price not to exceed fifty dollars. 

We give below a list of the articles etc., in some of the current philo- 
sophical journals : 

Mind No. 32 (October) : S. H. Hodgson, Psychological Philosophies ; 
F. Tonnies, Philosophical Terminology (II) ; G. M. Stratton, The Spatial 
Harmony of Sight and Touch ; B. McEwen, Are Mathematical Judgments 
Synthetical ? Reviews of Ehrenfels' System der Werttheorie , Durand de 
Gros's Apercus de taxinomie, and Miinsterberg's Psychology and Life. 

The International Journal of Ethics Vol. X., No. 1 : H. Sidg- 
ivick, The Relation of Ethics to Sociology ; 7. Davidson, American De- 
mocracy as a Religion ; C. S. Devas, The Moral Aspect of Consumption ; 
T. O. Smith, The Ethics of Religious Conformity ; F. A. Henry, The 
Futility of the Kantian Doctrine of Ethics ; John McCunn, The Peace that 
Cometh of Understanding ; W. M. Salter, Does Political Compulsion Need 
to be Justified; — Reviews of Wallace's Natural Theology and Ethics, 
Patten's Development of English Thought, of Campbell's Religion in 
Greek Literature, and other recent books. 
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Psychological Review, VI., 6. : J. H. Leuba, Griesbach's Method of 
Determining Fatigue ; G. B. Germann, The vEsthesiometric Method as a 
Measure of Mental Fatigue ; W. P. Montague, A Plea for Soul-sub- 
stance ; H. Davies, The Growth of Voluntary Control ; T. P. Bailey, 
Ethological Psychology : G. V. N. Dearborn, Sensational Attributes and 
Sensation ; M. F. Washburn, After Images. 

VlERTELJAHRSSCHRIFT FUR WISSENSCHAFTLICHE PHILOSOPHIE, XXIII., 

4 : — Eugen Posch, Ausgangspunkte zu eines, Theorie der Zeitvorstellung ; 
A. Diinges, Die Zelle als Individuum ; A. Vierkandt ; Bemerkungen zur 
Frage des sittlichen Fortschritts der Menschheit : — Reviews of Liebmann's 
Gedanken und Thatsachen, Naville's Le libre arbitre, Kronenberg's 
Moderne Philosophen, and other recent books. 

ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE DER SlNNESORGANE, 

XXL, 6 : — A. Peck, Psychiatrische Beitrage zur Psychologie des Rhythmus 
und Reimes ; R. A. Reddingius, Die Fixation ; R. Simon, Ueber die 
Wahrnehmung von Helligkietsunterschieden: XXII., I : L. W. Stern, Die 
Wahrnehmung von Tonveranderung ; L. W. Stern, Ein Beitrag zur differ- 
entiellen Psychologie des Urtheilens ; M. Sachs and R. Wlassik, Die optische 
Localization der Medianebene ; Discussions on Groos's Die Spiele des 
Menschen, and De Fleury's Introduction a la medicine de V esprit. 

Revue Philosophique XXIV., n : — G. Milhaud, Mathematique et 
philosophic ; G. Richard, La responsabilite et les equivalents de la peine ; 
R. de la Grasserie, Des mouvements alternants des idees reveles par les 
mots: — Reviews of Hodgson's Metaphy sic of Experience, Lalande's La dis- 
solution opposee a I 'evolution, Ladd's Theory of Reality, Wenzel's Gemen- 
schaft und Personlichkeit, and other current literature. 

Revue Neo-Scolastique, VI. 4 : P. M. De Munnynck, L'hypoth&se 
scientifique ; N. Kaufmann, La finalite dans l'ordre moral ; D. Mercier, 
La notion de la verite ; E. Van Roey, L' influence du Kantisme sur la 
theologie protestante ; F. Descamps, Quelques opinions sur la sociologie a 
l'universit6 de Berlin ; M. DeWulf, Chronique philosophique. 

Revue de Metaphysique etde Morale, VII, 6 : — Ch. Dunan, De- 
terminisme et contingence ; B. Russell, Sur les axiomes de la geometrie ; 
E. Le Roy, Science et philosophie ; D. Parodi, La philosophic de Vacherot, 
— Discussion : A. Naville, Pour 1' histoire ; E. Chartier, Valeur morale de 
la joie d'apres Spinoza. 



